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PS ALM VIII. 2. | | 
Out of the month of babes and ſucklings haſt thou 
ordained ſtrength, becauſe of thine enemies, that 
thou mighteſt till the enemy and the avenger, 


quainted with the late very heavy and painful 
| affliction which the Lon of all has ſeen fit to 
bring upon me in the death of a very amiable Son 
- almoſt eleven years of age; and I have no reaſon to 
doubt but that, as you have had my ſympathetic 
ſorrows under your diſtreſſes, ſo I alſo have had a 
ſhare in your tender compaſſions, and that you con- 


5 Wu of this Church and Congregation are ac- 


dole with me as friends for the great loſs I have ſuſ- - 


tained as a Father. As there was ſomething that I 
deemed very worthy of obſervation in the child which 
has been taken from me both living and dying ; and 
as the communication of ſome particulars relating to 


bim may pollibly be of ſome benefit both to your- 


ſelves, and to your young offspring, as well as my 
down; I ſhall employ the preſent ſeaſon of ſacred wor- 

ſhip in diſcourſing upon a ſubject that will lead me to 
ſpeak both of the power and grace of Gon in cauſing 
even babes and ſucklings to proclaim his praiſes z and 
of the good grounds I have to conclude, that the all- 
powerful and all-gracious IEHOVAH has given a diſ- 
play of his glory in his renewing and ſanctifying the 
dear child he has removed from me, and in his en- 


abling him to bear a teſtimony to the honour of Gop, 


and the bleſſed Redeemer, both in life and death. 
e EY The 


EE Li 
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4 The Divine Glbries diſplayed 

The words which I have choſen to anſwer theſe. 
purpoſes have been now read to you, Out of the mouth 
of babes and ſucklings baſs thou ordained ftrength, 

The Pſalm before us is directed to the chief muſician 
upon Gittitb. What is intended by this word, Gitlith, 
may not be very eaſy for us to determine, however 
well it might be underſtood at the time the Pſalm was 
indited and delivered to the chief muſician to bear its 
part in the ſacred pſalmody of the Jewiſh worſhip. 

The word is derived, ſays a critic, from another 
ce that ſignifies a Preſs, that is, a Preſs for wine or 
e oil. It is only to be met with in three places; in 
* the inſcription of the Pſalm before us, and in the 
% inſcriptions of the Ixxxiſt and Ixxxivth Pſalms. 
* The Septuagint render the word for the preſſes, or 
% becauſe the Pſalms thus inſcribed were ſung at the 
time of the preſſing, or the vintage. The Targum 
& calls it a Pſalm to praiſe Gop upon the harp which 
ce he brought from Gazh, that is, upon the harp which 
« David brought with him from Gath, where he was 
« with King Acbiſo .“ And perhaps this interpre- 
tation of the two may bid faireſt for the true ſenſe of the 
expreſſion *, | But 


ANN Torcular Y) . Ter tantum legitur in tota S. S. 
P/al. viii. 1. P/al. Ixxxi. 1. Eſal. Ixxxiv. 1, LXX. dr Twy Anvav 
pro Torcularibus, 7. 2. quod ad tempus Torcularium five vindemiæ 
Pſalmi iſti decantarentur. Targum ad laudandum ſuper cithara quam 
_ attulit ex Gath, quam attulerit Dawid ex Gath, cum erat apud regem 
Achis. BYTHNER in locum. | | 
_ _* Whoever conſiders the Pſalms thus inſcribed, namely, the 
viiith, Ixxxiſt, and Ixxxivth Pſalms will find very little, if any re- 
lation, in their contents to the ſeaſon of the vintage,” and therefore 
it may not be ſo eaſy to believe that theſe Pſalms, intitled G727:2h, 
were compoſed to celebrate the divine goodneſs upon that occa- 
ſion, I might be ready to incline to the ſentiment of Dr Parrick, 
who takes our Pſalm to have been written by David, and delivered 
to the maſter of muſic in the tabernacle after he had overthrown 
that haughty inſolent Giant, Goliath of Gath, were it not for the 
* objeQtion that theſe Pſalms, upon the full ſurvey of them, ſeem not 
adapted, or very little adapted, to ſuch an event. The conjectures 
2 — ET therefore 
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But waving all conjectures as to the title of the Pſalm, 
* tet us ſeriouſly attend to the Pſalm itſelf. This divine 
ode opens in the language of a ſoul that, having being 


filled with a lively and powerful ſenſe of the greatneſs 


and glory of GO p, on a ſudden breaks out into 
| frains of the devouteſt tranſports of admiration and 


praiſe. O Lord, ſays the Pſalmiſt, our Lord, how 
excellent is thy name in all the earth ! who baſt ſet thy 
glory above the heavens. © O Lord, or O JEnovan, 
« O thou ſelf-exiſtent, immutable, and eternal I E- 


„ nyovan, and thou who art our Lorp, to whom we 
s have profeſſed, to whom we owe all obedience, and 
e nin whom we will rejoice as our almighty King and 

„ Guardian, how excellent, how illuſtrious, and won- 


no 


« derful is thy name, are the perfections which con- 


ce ſtitute thy name, and which diſtinguiſh thy name 


« from and above all others, in all the Earth, for 
<« there is not a ſpot, there is not an inhabitant in all 
« this ample globe on which thou haſt not ſtampt 
« ſome prints of thy tranſcendent power and good- 
< neſs; and the whole world is a ſpacious and mag- 
<< nificent theatre filled with the moſt ſtriking monu- 
ments and trophies of thy praiſe. But thy glories, 


O thou infinite and everlaſting Jznovan, though 


ce they are coextended with the earth, yet are by no 
* means confined by it; but as they ſpread wide, ſo 
< they riſe high, high as the heavens, nay higher 
« than theſe viſible heavens, and thy glory is ſet by 

© tee, 


therefore that this Pſalm was to be ſung in ſome tune thatwas taken 
from Gath, or that it was written while Dawid was at Gath, or that 
it was to be ſet to an inſtrument of muſic uſed at Gazh, ſeem to be 
neareſt the truth; unleſs we will prefer the opinion of Junius, who 
thinks that the Ixxxift Pſalm (intitled Gittitbh) was compoſed upon 
the breach of Uzza ; that this viiith Pſalm (alike inſcribed) was 


- penned upon placing the ark in the houſe of Obed-Edom, who was 


a Gittite, 1 Chron. xiii. 13., and that the Ixxxivth Pſalm (ſtiled alſo 


- Gittith) was compoſed upon bringing the ark from the houſe of 
Obed. Edom and fixing it in Zion. Vide Por. Synop. in loc. 
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<< thee, ſet ſo as to remain fixed and immovable, above 

de the ſkies. which we behold; it is inſcribed upon 

« every orb that rolls and ſhines in the iealurably 

« wide arch above us, and it aſcends far above and 

« beyond thoſe regions however amazingly repleniſhed 

« with ſun, moon, and ſtars, the work of thy fin- 
e gers, and the ordination of thy wiſdom, power, 


« and love.” Immediately upon this ſublime eleva- 
tion the Pſalmiſt adds, Out of the mouth of babes and 
ſuctlings haſt thou ordained ſtrength, As if he had 


faid, Though thy glories, O thou moſt great and 


cc wonderful Jerovan, are diffuſed through the wide 


« extents of the earth, and riſe high, high as the 
“ heavens, nay ſurmount and 9 them all, alike 
« uncircumſcribed by place, as uninjured by time, 
« yet out of the mouth of babes and ſucklings, from the 
ce minute and- feeble works of thine hands, thou haſt 
ce ordained ſtrength. Their ſmall and imperfect forms, 
their hſping tongues, and their broken accents, bear 
<« a part in the grand chorus of thy univerſe, and from 
ce their mouths haſt thou ardained, or firmly eſtabliſhed, 
<« or perfeed ſtrength, or a celebration of thy ſtrengtb, 
<« or divine omnipotence r.“ 1 we find 
our text thus cited in the New Teſtament by our 
Loxp; Out of the mouth of babes and ſucklings thou haſt 


 perfetied praiſe d. Not only are the divine glories 


diſplayed in a kind of boundleſs magnificence in the 
larger works and wonders of nature, but the ſmaller 
parts of ithave the finger of Deity legibleand reſplendent 


upon them. The praiſes of babes and ſucklings join 


in concert with the louder harmony of rolling ſpheres, 
and the immenſely expanded and richly repleniſhed 


ſkies. The glories of Deity ſhine not only in the 
_ 


— 


+ w per metonymiam object notat celebrationem roboris et 


Srocekius. 


omnipotentiæ divine, Hſal. viii. 3. Eſal. 5 0 4. Ha ci 7. 


$ Matt. xxi. 16. 
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moſt m ajeſtic, but even in the minuteſt forms of be- 
8 all unite to ſhew forth his praiſe *. 
| "TM buſineſs from our text will be to illuſtrate and 
prove the declaration of our text, That Gop can 
<« raiſe his glories from babes and. ſucklings. Out 
f the mouth of babes and ſucklings baſt thou ordained 
frength or perfected praiſe. 

And the declaration of our text may be illuſtrated 
and proved, whether we underſtand the words babes 
and . in a literal ſenſe, or as reſpecting * 
dren, and ſuch as are not weaned from the breaſt; 
Vhether we underſtand the words babes and facklings | 
in a metaphorical ſenſe, as intending weak and in- 
adequate perſons or means. 


Nit, The declaration of our text may be illuſtrated 
and proved if we underſtand the words babes and ſuck- 
lings in a literal ſenſe,” or as reſpecting children, and 
ſuch as are not weaned from the breaſt, and that in a 
double view, both as we regard Gop as the Gop of 
nature, and as we conſider him as a Gop of grace. 
(1.) Gop can raiſe his glories from babes and ſuck- 
lings, that is from ſuch as are actually babes and ſuck- | 
lings, as the Gop of nature. View a newly-born infant, 
cons its manifold, delicate, and curious compo- 
ſition of bones and limbs, of arteries and veins, of 
muſcles and fibres, and the reſt of the parts of the 
human body; and do you not behold in an infant the 
epitome, the young edition of a man, a ſurpriſing de- 


monſtration of the wiſdom and power of Gop as the 


Gon of nature? eſpecially if you conſider this infant 
as endowed with life, and furniſhed with a body that 
Wird ** Mind of nn in che babe, per- 

forms 


Even an Heathen obſerves, Rerum natura nuſquam magis 
quim in minimis tota eſt; that is, © Nature appears no where ſo 
complete as in her ſmalleſt Productions.“ 

| Prin. Nat, Hiſt, lib, II. cap, *. 
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forms all the functions of animal exiſtence, with as 
much regularity and eaſe” as they are performed in a 
full-grown perſon. © We admire a watch of a larger- 


form; but when a watch is complete in all its parts, 


when it performs its juft movements, and anſwers all 
the purpoſes' of that ingenious and uſeful machine in 
a very ſmall ſize, ſo ſmall as that we ſhould be apt, 
upon the firſt ſight of it, to conclude that all the ne- 
ceſſary conſtituents of the watch could not be con- 
tained, and much leſs harmoniouſly operate in ſuch 
a little compals, the wonder {ti!] increaſes upon us, 


and there is a kind of double glory redounding to the 


artiſt, that of making ſuch a curious work, and that 
of comprizing his work in ſuch ſmall dimenſions: 
In like manner, may we not with much more reaſon 
admire in an infant the greatneſs of the divine power 
and wiſdom, the infinite art, may I ſo ſpeak, of 
Deity, that in a ſpan or two of clay has collected to- 


. gether, and ſet into vital and orderly motion all the 


complicated and innumerable parts of the human 
frame? Add farther, that Gop can and does raiſe his 
own honours from babes and ſucklings, as the Gop of 
nature, in that he not only has provided a breaſt, en- 
riched with the moſt wholeſome and pleaſant food, for 


the nouriſhment of babes upon their coming .mto the 


world, but alſo teaches the young creatures to apply | 
to the breaſt, and by that wonderful operation of Tucks 
ing, to derive the fupplies of life and ſtrength from 
their mothers. A wonderful operation I call ſucking, 
and appeal for proof to What is faid on the fubject b 


writers who have made it their buſineſs to inquire int 


the wiſdom of Gop in the world of nature. All the 
learned world, ſays Dr Neuzoentyt *, knows the 
uſt praiſes that have been given to the famous 
Terricelli, Gueric, Boyle, and others, who were the 
. firſt inventors. of the art of, Facing a vacuum, 
1 Or 
KReligious Philoſopher. Vol. 1 p- 34, 35. ö 
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tt or place void of air, by the ſubſiding or ſinking 
« of quickſilver, or otherwiſe by air- pumps, whereby 


& ſo many ſecrets of nature have been diſcovered. And 


* can we ſee, without ſtanding amazed at the all- com- 


« prehending wiſdom of our great Creator, who has 
&© prepared and fitted the mouths of all men to produce 
ce the ſame effect? The action which is called ſucking 


e is a plain demonſtration thereof, and is performed 
e by putting the tongue and lips together; or other- 


<« wiſe, only by leaving a little cavity between them firſt 


* open, and afterwards drawing the tongue back- 


& wards, which makes an hollowneſs that was not there 
& before between the tongue and lips, and conſequently 
ee empties it of air. But that which ought to be not 


© only ſurpriſing, but aſtoniſhing to all, is, that this 


&« ſo artful a manner of producing a vacuum, is per- 
cc formed by children newly born.,——-Can theſe know 


c that the air has an expanſive faculty? That it 


<« preſſes all things with ſo great weight? That to 
t cauſe the milk to come out of the breaſt with ſuch 


* a preſſure, there muſt be a vacuum or a place void 


e of air made before the orifices: of the nipples ? 
«© That this place muſt be ſo cloſed on all fides that, 
* though the air, in order to reſpiration, paſſing 
* through the noftrils, can inſinuate itſelf by the 
<, ſmalleſt openings, yet it muſt be prevented from 
coming into the vacuum; for in ſuch a caſe the 
fucking, or the flowing of the milk, would ceale.” 


In theſe inſtances does the moſt wiſe and powerful 
Creator raiſe his honours from babes and ſucklings 


but theſe inſtances, amazing as they are, only reſpect 


the bodies of children: let us proceed till further, and 
trace the wonders of Deity in their ſouls. i 


A ſoul we are certain is lodged in the infant, and 


after a time how does this ſoul ſhew itſelf, in what I 


may call, the young diſplays of thought, reaſon, and 
reflection? As in the ſpring the trees put forth their 
| % + "I * buds 
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buds and bloſſoms, fo children in very early age be- 
gin to diſcover and exerciſe their intellectual powers; 


and in like manner as the buds and bloſſoms of trees 


propheſy and precede the full-grown fruits and ripe 
. cluſters of autumn, fo do the firſt eſſays and efforts of 
genius and intelligence give the preſages, and lead the 
way to the underſtanding of men. And in ſome chil- 
dren what keen and pertinent remarks, what judicious 
and ſolid anſwers, what a compaſs and depth of thought, 
and what ſprightly beams of imagination ſhall ſome- 
times ſtrike and aſtoniſh us! They overſhoot their 
age, and the foul haſtens into maturity much faſter 
than their bodies. They may rather be ſaid to be 
born than to grow up by a gradual progreſs into men. 
Now in theſe diſcoveries and operations of the human 


mind in children, eſpecially when they are uncommon 


and extraordinary, how illuſtriouſly do the glories of the 
Deity appear ? Thought, reaſon, genius, are the gifts 
of Go; they are emanations from him, the Father 
of lights ; ſtreams from him, the everliving and inex- 


| hauſtible fountain of all being, as well as all bleſſed- 
neſs. But there is a ſpirit in man, and the inſpiration . 


of the almighty gives bim underſtanding *. — He teaches 
us more than the beaſts of the earth, and makes us wiſer 
than the fowls of beaven . In like manner it is aſked, 
in a queſtion implying our own inſufficiency, and that 
the vouchſafement is wholly divine, Vo hath put wiſ- 
dom in the inward parts? or who hath given underſtand- 
ing to the heart ||? If the body of a child, as we have 
ſeen, ſhews ſo much of the divine wiſdom, the art 
and curioſity of a GoD, may I ſo ſtile it; if the won- 
derful influence and power of Deity beat in the heart 
and pulſe of an infant, and are more or leſs conſpicuous 
in all the parts of its fo variouſly complicated, and yet 
perfectly harmonious ſyſtem of bones and limbs, of 
fleſh and blood; how much more are the glories of 55 

Author 


* Job xxxii. 8. + Job xxxv. 11. || Job xxxviii. 36. 
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Author diſplayed in the firſt dawnings of intellect and 


reaſon in our young offspring, eſpecially when they 
break out in brighter and ſtronger rays than what are 


| uſual at ſuch a tender age? The ſoul of a man, what 


an inexplicable and unparalleled wonder! It far ſur- 
paſſes, as a production of Deity, it may be, earth and 
ſeas, and even ſtars and ſuns themſelves. The mate- 
rial world, vaſt and diverſified as it is, bears only the 
footſteps of Deity upon it, but the ſoul is be offspring 


f God, and is clothed with his own image. Let us 
make man, ſays the almighty, in our own image, and 


after our own likeneſs F : a ſtile not uſed concerning 


| any creature beſides of the ſix days creation. Thoſe 


+ noble faculties of underſtanding, and a will free 
« from conſtraint, ſays a very excellent writer i, do 
« more reſemble the nature of Gop than all the world 
ce befides. There is more of the glory, beauty, and 


* 


* brightneſs of God in a ſoul, than there is in the ſun 


ce itſelf.” And another very celebrated author tells 
us, „ that if we conſider the dignity of an intelligent 


3 being, and put that in the ſcale againſt brute and 


c“ inanimate matter, we may affirm, without over- 
e yaluing human nature, that the ſoul of one virtu- 
ce ous and religious man is of greater worth and ex- 
& cellency than the ſun and his planets, and all the 
cc ſtars in the world $.** Upon the whole, how evi- 
dently and gloriouſly does it appear that Gop can raiſe 
his honours from ſuch as are actually babes and ſuck- 
lings, as the Gop of nature? I proceed, 

(2.) To ſhew that Gop can raiſe his glories from 
babes and ſucklings, that is, from ſuch as are actually 
babes and ſucklings, as the Gop of grace. And why 
ſhould we not ſuppoſe this ? or how. does it appear 


B 2 and 


* Acts xvii. 28, . Gen. i. 26. | 
_ | Snaw's Immanuel, Page 43, third Edition. 
$ BEnTLEx at Borrg's Lecture, Sermon VIII. 


that it is an impöſſibility that Gop ſhould make babes 
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and ſucklings the trophies of his grace, or of that free 
favour that renews and conſecrates the hearts of men 


to himſelf? Is he not the Father and Preſerver of 


our ſpirits ? do we not live, and move, and have our 
being in him? where then is there any thing like an 
abſurdity in believing that he who is intimately ac- 
quainted and preſent with our ſpirits, who is the very 
root of our exiſtence, the life of our lives, and the ſoul 
of our ſouls, ſhould communicate his regenerating and 
ſanctifying Spirit at what age he thinks proper? What 
forbids but that he who has made us this ſoul as the 
God of nature, ſhould reſtore it as the God of grace? 
or in other words, that he ſhould to his natural ſuper- 
add his, moral image? Why ſhould not he at any mo- 
ment when he 'pleaſes, though he finds our ſouls a 
wilderneſs and deſert, cauſe them, by pouring out his 
Spirit, to rejoice and bloſſom as the roſe ? What is 


there incredible, that the ſeeds of holineſs ſhould be 
ſown as ſoon as the ſeeds of reaſon in the boſom of our 


infants? and that our children, under the influences of 
divine power and love, ſhould, when they come to think, 


refle&, and act, at the lame time diſcover the principles 


of reaſon and the principles of religion? and that both 
ſhould grow together unto. the harveſt; the firſt the 
harveſt of mature underſtanding as men, and the laft 
the harveſt of eternal reſt as the ſaints and ſervants of 


Gop and CHñRIST ? If we pray that God would create 


in us a clean heart, and renew within us a right iris; *. 


if we believe that wwe are to be created anew in Cbriſi 
Jeſus r; and that it is both the promiſe and the work 
of Gop ſo give us a new heart, and renew within us a 


right ſpirit ||; and that e are born, not of blood, nor of 


The will of man, but of God &; what is there hard or in- 
congruous in the ſuppoſition that G op ſhould begin 


his good work in us as ſoon as we begin to breathe, 
and 
* Pſalm li. 10. 


+ Eph. ii. 10. 
} Ezek. xxxvi. 20, 27. 


John i. 13. 
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other marks of render affection expreſſed by our LorD 


' In Babes avid Sucklings, 13 
and that we ſhould be ſanctified even from the womb? 


Where is there the ſnadow of an impoſſibility that the 
two births ſhould take place together, and that when 


we commence the children of the earthly, we ſhould 
alſo become the children of the heavenly Adam 2 


Think again, whether there are not paſſages in ſacred 
writ that ſeem to aſſure the people of Gop that he will 
take poſſeſſion of their offspring, and why not while 
they are infants and ſucklings, and ſanctify and ſave 


them? I will be a God to thee, ſays the LoRx D to 


Abraham, and to thy ſeed after thee *, So again, 7 
will pour out my Spirit upon thy ſeed, and my bleſſing up- 
on thine offspring ; and they Mall ſpring up as among 

the graſs, as willows by the water-courſes. One ſhall 
ſay, I am the Lord's, and another ſhall call himſelf by 
the name of Facob ;, and another ſhall ſubſcribe with his 
hand unto the Lord, and ſurname himſelf by the name of 
Iſrael + : and the promiſe, ſays the apoſtle Peter, is to. 
you, and to your children l. And what forbids that 

there ſhould be buds in Jzsus CHRIS the true vine, 


as well as full- grown branches? eſpecially if it be con- 


ſidered, that we are aſſured from ſcripture of the kind 
regards of our Lox p Jesvs CHRIST to young children. 
Can we forget that memorable paſſage to this purpoſe, 
where it is told us, That they brought young children to 
him that he ſhould touch them, and that his diſciples re- 
buked thoſe that brought them? But when Feſus ſaw it, 
ſays the ſacred hiſtorian, he was much diſpleaſed, and 
ſaid unto them, Suffer the little children to come unto me, 
and forbid them not, for of ſuch is the kingdom of Ged. 
Verily 1 ſay unto you, F/hboſoever ſhall not receive the 
2 of God as a little child, he ſhall not enter there- 
And he took them up in his arms, put his hands up- 
on them, and bleſſed themF. Not to take notice of the 


. in 
* Gen. wii. 7, I Ikaiah aliv. 3. 
| Acts ii. 39. : 5 Mark X. 13—17. 
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14 The Divine Glories diſplayed 

in this paſſage to little children, let us particularly ob- 
ſerve his love in taking them into his arms, putting his 
hands upon them, and bleſſing them. And when did he 
ever bleſs in vain ? Was not he who pronounced bleſs- 
ing able and willing alſo to impart it, and to ſhed 
down his Spirit upon thoſe ſouls where he prayed fgr 


his deſcent? The bleſſing of CHRIS ſure was more 


than a kind wiſh; and may we not well conſider bleſs- 
ing coming from his lips as actual and efficacious, ſo 
that where he deſired, there alſo he commanded the 
bleſſing, even life for evermore ? Let me add farther, 
that when we baptize our babes we baptize them 27, 
or inio * the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the 
holy Ghoſt. Into the name of the Father, of the Son, 


and of the holy Ghoſt ; what may hereby be ſignified, 


but that at baptiſm, as far as we can, as far as our pray- 
ers and our ſolemn preſentation for that purpoſe can 
go, we paſs our babes out of our own hands into the 
hands of the Father, of the Son, and of the holy 
Ghoſt, that they may be accepted, redeemed, and 
ſanctified, and ſo mage heirs according to the hope 
of eternal life? If there was no ſpiritual bleſſing that 
we could hope for in behalf of our children, why 
ſhould we thus dedicate and devote them to the eter- 
nal Father of mercies, the all- ſufficient and compaſ- 


ſionate Saviour, and the gracious and holy Spirit, 
whoſe characters and offices are thoſe of the Sanc- 


tifier and Comforter? Gop. is able then as the 


Gop of grace to erect trophies to his honour from 


among babes and ſucklings. Theſe may be a peo- 
ple formed for himſelf to ſhew forth his praiſe. 
He can purge our infants from their native pollution, 
he can check and cruſh their perverſe and vicious in- 
clinations, and he can array them, young as they are, 
with the beauties of holineſs, and make them meet 
for the inheritance among the ſaints in light. If the 

almighty 
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in Babes and Sucklings. | 15 


almighty can ſubdue the ſtrength of fin in old invete- 


rate ſinners, a ſtrength that by the addition and plea- 


ſure of innumerable and wilful iniquities has become 


like that of rocks and mountains, or like bars and walls 


of braſs or adamant, why cannot the ſame omnipotent 


Iz HovAn turn his hand upon our little ones, and open 
their hearts to receive his love and laws, and become 
his willing people in the day of his power? Undoubt- 
edly in the day in which our babes are born, he can 
touch and transform their hearts with a ſovereign ray 


of his grace, ſpread the mantle of his love over them, 
enter into covenant with them, and ſanctify and ſeal 


them as his own? Why muſt our heavenly ſhepherd 


be only ſuffered to feed his flock, and why may he not 


be allowed to fulfil the whole promiſe, that he will ga- 


ther the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bo- 
ſom * ? Once more, what mean all our prayers for our 
children, our prayers from the moment of their birth, 
our prayers from day to day on their behalf; but that 
Go would bleſs our babes, and delight over them to 
do them good, and that they may not only have their 
| bodily wants relieved, and their bodily health continu- 
ed and ſtrengthened ; but above all, that their ſpiritual 


wants, their wants of holineſs, of the moral image of 
their GoD, may be ſupplied, and that their ſouls, un- 


der the influences of divine grace, may be in health and 
proſper? or, to change the metaphor, hat inſtead of the 
. thorn there may come up the fir tree, and that inſtead of 
the brier may come up the myrile tree; and that this bleſs- 
ed change may be to the Lord for a name, and for an 
everlaſting ſign that ſhall not be cut offt? Upon the 
whole, how copious and ſtrong are the arguments that 
 Gop as the Gop of grace can raiſe his glories from 
babes and ſucklings ; that is, from ſuch as are actually 
babes and ſucklings? And may it not be added, that 
as he can do this, ſo that he has in fact done it? Have 


there 


-* Iſaiah xl. 11, + Iſaiah lv. 13. 
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16 Tie Divine Ghries diſplayed 


there not been found in our degenerate and apoſtate 


world children who have given the demonſtrative evi- 


dences of a work of 8 upon their hearts, by theit 
early fear and love of Gov, by their truſt in I Ess 
Cnr1sT, by an holy and Wh diſpoſition, by the 


choice of what is good and excellent, in preference to 
what is vain and wicked, by a delight i in the word and 


ways of the Lok p, and by a dutiful, amiable, and 
ſerious converſation and demeanor of themſelves ? 
How have the blooms of reaſon and the blooms of 
piety ſometimes mingled their beauties and fragrance ? 
and how gloriouſly has divine wiſdom, as children have 
been riſing into life, aſſerted its ſuperiority, and over- 
topt the growing ſtature of their bodies ? 

Let us ſearch the oracles of infallible truth, if there 
are not inſtances of this ſort to be found, or in other 
words, if what omnipotence can do in young perſons 
has not been with the fulleſt demonſtration illuſtrated 


and proved by what it has actually atchieved. David, 


though the youngeſt in his father's family, and at that 
time perhaps only in the bloom of youth, was in pre- 
ference to his brethren anointed King by Samuel, at 
the command of that Gop, who declared, while he 
rejected his brother Eliab, and choſe David, that He 


| looked not on the outward appearance, but on the beart *, 
or, to uſe the words of the apoſtle Paul, God raiſed up 


unto the Iſraelites David to be their King; to whom 
alſo he gave teſtimony, and ſaid, I have found David, 


the ſon of Feſſe, a man after mine own heart, who ſhall 


fulfil all ny will F. Does it not appear that Solomon 
from his very infancy was peculiarly beloved of the 


Lox, for is it not ſaid upon his birth, when his mo- 
ther Bathſheba called his name & olomon, that the Lord 
loved him? and is it not told us, that David ſent by the 
band of Nathan the prophet, and that be called his name 


Jedidiab, or beloved of the Lord? And if Solomon 
was 


® 3 Sam. xvi. 7. f Ad xi. 22, || 2 Sam. zii. 24, 25» 


3 


In Babes and Suchlings, 17 
was thus peculiarly beloved of the Loꝝo from the very 


womb, may we not under this peculiar love, or as the 


T richeſt fruit of it, view him as regenerated and made 


1 holy even from his birth? | 
informed concerning Abiah the fon of the very wicked 


b | ward the Lord God of I/. raed. 
# bat be had feared the Lord from his youth, or from 
his childhood, or even from his infancy, for the word 


* 
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In like manner we are 


Feroboam, that though he was but a child, or but 
young *, yet there was found in him ſome good thing to- 
Good Obadiab declares, 


tranſlated youth, ſignifies not only youth, but child- 


hood and infancy. What an honourable mention 
have we of the early piety of Zofiab? It is ſaid of 
him, that be was but eight years old when be, began ta 
8 rcign; and that he did that which was right in the fight 
of the Lord, and walked in the ways of David his fa- 


ther, and declined neither to the right hand nor to the 


left; for in the eighth year of his reign, while he was 
yet young, he began to ſeck after the God of David bis 
8 father FT. And might I not mention in the catalogue 


of the early moriuments of divine grace the pious Tz> . 
mothy ? From a child he is ſaid to have known 1he holy 


= /criptures ||; and he appears to be but young, conſider- 
ing the character he bore as a miniſter, when the apo- 


ſtle wrote his epiſtle to him, for be exhorts him to take 
heed that no man deſpiſed bis youth d. But there is an 
example of early religion that perhaps may be more. 
remarkable than any that have as yet been noticed, I 
mean that of Samuel. He was devoted to Gop before 
his birth ||, and when his mother brought him to Eli 
upon his being weaned, ſhe declares, tha? ſhe had lent. 
him to the Lord, and that as long as be lived he ſhould be 
lent to the LordSF. And as the parent had thus pi- 

ouſly conſecrated him to Gop, ſo a gracious Gop ap- 
pears to have accepted the gift at her hands, and to 

"POTN a 3 „„ 
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It is farther told us, that the child Samuel grew — 


and days, the trophies o 


their Gop and Saviour ? Let me apply that paſſage 
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18 The Divine Glories diſplayed 
have avouched and ſealed him for his own; for it is | 
told us, that Samuel miniſtered unto the Lord, being a 
child *, < that is, ſays Dr Patrick, though very young, 
yet he carefully performed ſuch offices at the taber- | 
« nacle as he was capable to diſcharge, and did not | : 


« follow the bad example of his familiars and dome. | 
« tics, as we may ſuppoſe Hophni and Phineas were.“ 


the Lord To <« that is, lays the ſame commentator, not 
« only in ſtature, but in wiſdom alſo and virtue.” 5 
And in another paſſage it is more ſtrongly Sees | 
that the child Samuel grew on, and was in favour bob | 
with the Lord, and alſo with men „„ 36 meaning | 
« is, ſays the ſame learned writer, he made a great | 
« progreſs in wiſdom and goodneſs, ſo that Gop was | 
« well pleaſed with him, and he was well eſteemed b 
ce the people.“ Upon the whole, how ſtrong is the 
evidence that Go, as the Gop of grace, can raiſe up | 
from babes and ſucklings, from the young in years | 1 | 
£ his glory? And who knows 1 
how many of theſe young immortals, theſe infants of 
days on earth, are now in the manſions of eternal 92 27 2 
and bearing their parts in the praiſes of Gop and of 
the Lamb in their father's kingdom? I ſaw the dead, | 
ſays the apoſtle John, ſmall and great, ſtand before God 9, 1 
and will there not be a large company out of that mul- 
titude which no man can number I, of the ſmall as well | 
as the great the! ſhall ſtand before the throne of God, 
and before the Lamb, clotbed with white robes, and palms | 
in their hands, and join the general ſong of ſalvation to 


* 


$$, if not in its original ſenſe, yet in alluſion to our 
ſubject, Nom ſhall he teach knowledge? and whom 
Hall he make Io underſtand doctrine? They that are 


weaned from the milk, ee from the milk of their 
mothers, 


= ons x Sam. ii. 18,, +1 Sam. li, 21. J 1 Sam. ii. 26. 
$ Rev. xx. 12. I Rev. vii. 9. 55 Iſaiah xxvii. 9, 


it id 
eing a 


ee. - neſs to the boſom of infinite and everlaſting love? 

d not! I come, 1 
omeſ. Secondly, To ſhew you that Gop can raiſe his hon- 
Jere? ours from babes and ſucklings in the metaphorical 
before ſenſe, that is, from weak and inadequate means and per- 
r, not ſons, Out of the mouth of babes and ſucklings haſt thou 
toe.” | ordained ftrength ; that is, from weak and inadequate 
lared, means and perſons, ſuch as for exploits and ſucceſs 
» both can be accounted no better than the feeble babe, or 
aning the utterly impotent ſuckling. And cannot the al- 
great mighty Gop by the weakeſt and meaneſt perſons and 
+ Was things, when he inſpires and ſucceeds them with the 
ed by energy of his omnipotence, perform the greateſt at- 
the chievements, and produce the moſt illuſtrious and aſto- 
ſe up = niſhing events? He can work the greateſt wonders 
years without inſtruments, and why then, if he pleaſes to 
2 make uſe of any inſtruments, be they never ſo poor and 
of deſpicable in themſelves, cannot he execute by them 
lory, what he was able to accompliſh without them? This 
of is certain, that hat ſoever the Lord pleaſes (hal does be 
"FI in heaven and in earth, in the ſeas, and in all deep places ||, 
ods, He hath made the earth by his power, be hath eſtabhſbed 
"ON _ the world by his wiſdom, and hath ſtretched out the bea- 
n vens by his underſtanding. When be utters his voice there 
Ged, 25 4 "a" of waters in the beavens, and he cauſes - 
es the vaporrsto aſcend from the ends of the earth ; be makes 
- Ightnings with rain, and brings forth the wind out of 
age bis treaſures d. I praiſed and honoured, fays Nebuchad- 
our  nezzar, him that lives forever, whoſe dominion is an 
om everlaſting dominion, and his kingdom is from generation 
are to generation. And all the inhabitants of the earth are 
their reputed as nothing, and he does according io bis will in 


in Babes and Sucklings. I9 
' mothers, to receive and reliſh the ſincere milk of the 


word, and they that are drawn from the breaſts, from 
the breaſts of maternal but mortal compaſſion and kind- 


the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the 
| C2 earth : 


| Pſalm exxxv. 6. „3 Jer. K 15; 15, 
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earth: none can ſlay his hand, or ſay unto him, What 
doſt thou *? Fear thou not, the words of Go p him- 
ſelf, thou worm Facob, and ye, men of Iſrael: I will 
help thee, ſaith the Lord, and thy Redeemer the hoty 
One of Iſrael. Behold; I will make thee a new ſharp 
tbreſping inſtrument having teeth: thou ſhalt threſh the 
mountains, and beat them ſmall, and ſhalt make the hills 
as chaff. Thou ſhalt fan them, and the wind ſball carry 
them away, and the whirlwind ſhall ſcatter them : and 
thou ſhall rejoice in the Lord, and ſhalt glory in the holy 
one of Iſrael T. Worms and atoms, in conjunction 
with the Logp of all, ſhall be triumphant over the 
greateſt ſtrength, and the very ſight of the means 
thall be drowned in the tranſcendent glories of that 
Gop who thinks fit to employ them; as the apoſtle 
ſpeaks concerning miniſters; and the like may be ſaid 
of other inſtruments: We have this treaſure, ſays he, 
in earthen veſſels, that the excellency of the power may 
be of God, and not of us|. What is it that the omni- 
potent JEHOVAH cannot perform by the moſt weak 
and inadequate means, by the finger-of a babe, or the 
mouth of a ſuckling ; that omnipotent Jenovan who 
called forth an univerſe by his word, who upholds it 
by his will, and can diſſolve it with a frown ? Scrip- 
ture is full of the miracles and triumphs of the al- 
mighty by the weakeſt and moſt inadequate means. 
How did the hand of Moſes, accompanied with divine 
Power, open a way for the children of J/rael to paſs 
through the Red-ſea upon dry ground, and cauſe the 


waters, the dreaded miniſters of divine vengeance, to 


be a wall of defence on their right hand and on their 
left? And how did the hand of the ſame Moſes, at- 
tended with the ſame divine energy, looſe the chains 
of the ſame element, roll the reſiſtleſs deluge upon the 
Zgyptians, and overwhelm them in immediate and uni- 
verſal deſtruction? Again, how did the rod of the 
MN | | ſame 

+ Dan. iv. 34, 35. + Ifaiah xli. 14. | 2 Cor. iv, 7. 
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in Babes and Sucklings. 2t 
ſame Moſes, armed with divine power, educe the guſh- 
ing ſtream to relieve Iſrael's thirſt from the hard rock, 


. and turn the flint, as the Pſalmiſt deſcribes the miracle, 


into a fountain of water * ? And farther, how did 


Fordan, before the ark of the covenant, divide its floods. 


for the tribes of 7/ael to paſs over on dry ground ? 


And might I not alſo, in order to eſtabliſh the truth 


in hand, that Gop can raiſe his honours from weak 


and inadequate means and perſons, deſire you to-recol- 
| let how the walls of Fericho fell down at the found of 
the trumpets of rams-horns 5? How Gideon, with 


only three hundred men with their trumpets, pitchers, 


and lamps, diſcomfited the prodigious hoſt of their 
enemies]? How David, under the favour and by 


the aid of heaven, when only a ſtripling, and with only 
a ſling and a ſtone flew Goliath, the mighty giant and 
champion of the Pbiliſtines, vaunting in his terrific 
arms and towering ſtature; and thus not only cut 
off a moſt formidable enemy; but ſecured a fignal 
victory for Vrael that day over the Phihtines &&? 
How Naaman was cured of his leproſy by bathing 
in the waters of Jordan |||? How Elijab the prophet 
of the LorD, was fed by ravens FF? How the Shy- 


nammite's ſon was raiſed to life by El/ha's prayers, 


and ſtretching himſelf upon the dead body **? And 
will it not ſtill ſtrengthen our point, that from ſeem- 
ingly trifling and inconſiderable means, Gop can per- 
form the greateſt wonders, if we recollect how only 
it may be by a wild imagination ſeizing his mind at 


the appointment of the Gop of heaven, Nebuchadnez- 


Zar was humbled from his uncreaturely pride and ar- 
rogance into a beaſt, and for ſeven whole years was 
driven from men, and ate graſs as oxen, till he knew that. 
the moſt high rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it 

| e 10 


* Pſalm cxiv. 8. + Joſhua iii. 17. 5 Joſhuavi, 20. 
Judges vii. 20, 21. 55 1 Sam. xvii. 50. || 2 Kings v. 14. 
Tf 1 Kings xvil. 6, 2 Kings iv. 33, 34: 
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to whomſoever be will*? And how remarkable was 


the caſe of Herod, who having impiouſly and profanely 


imbibed the honours of deity, was delivered over by 
his highly affronted and diſhonoured, and therefore 
juſtly incenſed Maker and Sovereign, to die, not the 
common death of men, but to die by the meaneſt and. 
baſeſt reptiles, by worms , that having firſt it may 
be engendered in his bowels, thence tore their way in 


Irreſiſtible torture and triumph, and devoured this 


imaginary god? Thus evident is it that Gop can 
raiſe his honours from babes and ſucklings in the 


metaphorical ſenſe, that is, from weak and inadequate. 
means and perſons. The people of Gop, weak as 


they have been in themſelves, have, under his patro- 


nage, and ſtrengthened by his power, ſubdued king- 


doms, wrought righteouſneſs, obtained promiſes, ſtopped 


the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, eſcaped 
the edge of the ſword, out of weakneſs have been made 
ſtrong, waxed valiant in fight, and turned to flight the 
armies of the aliens ||. I can do all things, ſays the apo- 


ſtle, through Chriſt who ſtrengthens me &; and what 


cannot be atchieved, and what cannot be borne in near 


and inviolable connection and alliance. with Deity ? 


An hoſt of rebel-angels ſhall be expelled from heaven, 
and clapt in everlaſting chains, when the almighty ſo 
ordains; and not all the legions of hell, no, nor the 


whole collected force of the whole creation, ſhall be 


able to hurt or diſturb a ſoul that the almighty is de- 
termined to ſave. God is our refuge, and our ſtrength, 
a very preſent belp in trouble. Therefore will we not 


fear, though the earth be removed, and though the moun- 
tains be carried into the midſt of the ſea. Though the 


waters thereof roar and be troubled, though the moun- 
tains ſhake with the ſcwelling thereof. Selah. There is 
a river, ihe ſtreams whereof ſhall make glad the city of 


God: 


* Dan. iv. 34. 5 + Accs xii. 23. 
I Heb, xi. 33. $ Phul. iv. 13. 
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Cod: the holy place of the tabernacle of the moſt High. 
God is in the midſt of her, ſhe ſhall not be moved; God 


ball help ber, and that right early f. 


ö Having finiſhed what I propoſed as to the doctrinal 


part of my ſubject, namely, to illuſtrate and prove the 


declaration of my text, that Gop can raiſe his honours 
from babes and ſucklings; I ſhould now, according to 
my common method, immediately proceed to point 
out the various inferences that might be collected from 
my diſcourſe. But allow me to turn my thoughts to 
my dear child, whoſe death has given the occaſion 
to the preſent Sermon, and aſſure yourſelves that I 
ſhall endeavour to ſpeak the words of truth and ſober- 
neſs, and that I ſhall make it my aim, before I diſmiſs 
my ſubject, to offer ſomething that may be adapted 
to promote the ſpiritual advantage of yourſelves and 
your young offspring, as well as yield inſtruction and 
comfort to the parents, the ſurviving children, and the 
near relatives of the deceaſed. | 


My Son, NATHANAEL G1BB0NS, was born Fuly 19, 
1753, and died May 28, 1764, not having attained 
by near two months eleven years of age. 
child of a remarkably good capacity, who diſcovered 
an unuſual reliſh for reading and improvement, whoſe 


obſervations and diſcourſes were beyond his age, and 


who had made a very happy progreſs in learning. But 


It is in another view that I would preſent him to you, 
| and eſpecially to my children, and the young perſons 


of this congregation. He was very ſolid and ſteady, 


very cool and temperate as to thoſe things that are apt 
to draw out the affections and purſuits of children. A 
| converſation of levity and trifling in others evidently 


gave him a diſguſt, and, though he had a turn for 
pleafantry, I do not remember him ever in his chear- 
on fulneſs 


+ Plalm zlvi. —6. 


He was a 
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fulneſs to have tranſgreſſed the bounds of reaſon and 


religion, As to his parents, he never diſcovered any 
thing, that I can recollect, of untowardneſs and diſ- 
obedience, and arguments or commands with him en- 
tirely ſuperſeded the harſh, and to a tender parent, the 
ungrateful neceſfity of correction. His temper diſco- 
vered a ſtrict integrity and honour, and I do not re- 
member a ſingle inſtance, nor do I know any other 
perſon that does, of his telling a lie. His converſa- 
tion and behaviour were yery orderly and becoming, 
and had much of the dignity of the man. But above 
all he manifeſted a deep ſenſe of divine things upon his 
heart, and while I have been ſpeaking to him on the 
moſt facred and intereſting ſubjects, it is with pleaſure 
I recollect not only his ſerious attention but the tears 
- trembling in his eyes. He read much, and much that 
tended to profit as well ag entertainment, and parti- 


culariy Mr Clarke's Martyrology and Lives, Mr Burn: 


 bam's Pious Memorials, and Mr Bunyan's Pilgrim's 
Progreſs, of the various parts of which he would give 
a very pleaſing account, ſupplying the words he could 
not recollect from the author with no ill choſen lan- 
guage of his own. For ſome time before his laſt ill- 
neſs he was evidently drooping and declining, and it 
was my full purpoſe to have removed him into the 
country for the benefit of the air; but on that very 
day (Friday, May 11.) in which I had made a provi- 
ſion of this kind for him, he was taken extremely ill, 
and neyer went out of his chamber more. During 
his ſickneſs (a violent fever, which defied all the 


owers of medicine, intermixed with great oppreſſion 


and difficulty upon his breath) he behaved with great 


magnanimity, patience, and compoſure, and, if I miſ- 
take not, with moſt exemplary ſpirituality aid devo- 
tion. I call in his ſpeec 
of what I fay. 
# ſinner—1 do rely on Jesvs Crr1s7—Jusvs * 


„ 


* «Ty 
l þ - 
A ERR SP I ks 


hes as witneſſes for the truth 
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te is better than the whole world - Gop is a gracious 


« Gop.” Being aſked how he did, his anſwer was, 
« A little better, thank Gop. Love Go, ſaid he, 


c and love one another: Gop is love, and I love 
«© Go.” << Mr ſaid that there was no ſpark of 


hope as to my life, and that it was hoping againſt 
hope; I hope I ſhall be ready whenever Gop calls 


% me. — Upon his being aſked by his mother (as a 
ueſtion of trial what were his own apprehenſions of 


his caſe) how long he thought it might be before he - 


was well again, he replied, + We know not when the 
« ſummons will come: we know not the day nor the 
« hour when the ſon of man comes: be ye alſo ready.” 
I told him on the L.ord's-day, the day before he died, 
that I was going to the houſe of Gg p, and that I 
ſhould pray for him, and that I would have him tell me 
what he would have me deſire of God on his behalf, 
The anſwer I received was, That I may have an in- 
ce tereſt in CHRIS, that my ſoul may be ſaved, and 
50 that 1 may not dwell forever in everlaſting burn: 


& ings.” The very evening of his death, upon his 


mother's placing herſelf down by him, and ſaying to 
him, „I am come to fit by a dying child, he an- 
ſwered, And there is a dying Ixsus for all who have 
« an intereſt in him: and theſe words were almoſt 
the laſt he uttered, as he not long after fell into an in- 
ſenſibility, and thence i into death, whoſe deciſive blow 
was ſtruck, but, through the divine mercy, with great 
gentleneſs, berween eleven and twelve ofclock at night, 
Monday, May 28. 

Such were the expreſſions of my dear child in hig 
laſt ſickneſs, I mean from Friday, May I 1 to Monday, 
May 28, the day of his deceaſe, 
| There was nothing that-I can recollect throu gh the. 
whole mournful period of his illneſs (three days I e 


à fortnight): but what appeared very decent and ſuit- 
able to his circumſtances in the whole of his diſcgurſe 


and 


/ K 9 _ P 
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and behaviour. And as a farther proof in what tem- 
per he went through his laſt ſickneſs, let me be in- 
dulged, while, in a kind of pleaſurable ſorrow I add 
to what I have ſpoken concerning my dear child, the 
following particulars *, Dow 
His filial affection to his father particularly ſhewed 
itſelf in deſiring a near relative, leſt I ſhould be made 


uneaſy, not to let me know how ill he was, but only 


to tell me that he felt himſelf tired. „„ 
Hie never ſo much as once deſired me, when I put 
the queſtion to him what I ſhould pray to Gop for on 
his behalf, that I ſhould pray that he might live, or 
that he might be reſtored to health, but his uniform 
anſwer. to my queſtion was, that 4 he might have an 
e intereſt in Ixsus CHRIST :“ and upon my aſking 
him what it was to have an intereſt in Jzsus CHRIST, 
he replied, to put our truſt in him.“ ; 
Nis conſtant deſire to his mother (the unwearied and 
moſt affectionate attendant by day and night of his 
ſickneſs) when he awoke from fleep was, that ſhe would 
read to him; and never did he once mention to her any 
book for that purpoſe but what was a book of devo- 


tion or ſacred improvement, and what he particularly 


ſpecified, were Janeway's Token for Children, the ex- 
cellent Jobn 7ancway*'s Life, and Baxter's Saints Ever- 
lafing Reſt. She alſo read to him out of Dr Watis's 
Hymns, Pſalins, Lyric Poems, and Songs for Children, 

| r 
Coch as heard the Sermon will, upon its perufal, find, that I 


have made fome conſiderable additions to it, both in reſpe& of the 


account given of my Child, and jn the improvement of my diſ- 
courſe. Alas ! alas! how incapable is a Father, as a public ſpeaker, 
of declaring from the pulpit all that he may judge proper to tranſ- 
mit to the public from the preſs concerning his deceaſed child! 
Involuntary and irreſiſtible tears and ſighs will choak the utterance 
of words. — And as to the improvement of my Sermon, if what 
was ſaid in a few words from the pulpit is much enlarged from the 
preſs, my defire and deſign to be ſerviceable to my readers by 
that addition, will need no apology, e 


. 
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Mr Maſon's Hymns, Mr Henry's Expoſition, and Mr 
Hill's Faiths Eftimate of affiift#ve Diſpenſations in four 


Was to read to him either the word of Go p, or ſome 


his mother's inquiry where he would have her read 
in the Bible, he defred her to read the xxiüd Pſalm, 
in which was contained a paſſage indeed moſt ſuitable 
to his caſe, and upon which perhaps he had his eye: 
Zea, though I walk through the valley of the ſhadow of 
death, I will fear no evil; for thou art with me, thy 
rod, and thy ſtaff, they comfort me. 
only expreſſing his wiſh that the phyſicians might be 


ful oppreſſion upon his breath. 


b ther young perſons in the family, that they ought 
fancied they did, but that they were to keep it holy to 


He took notice that his father did not pray in his 
room as he had done in the former part of his illneſs, 


| Know.whether his father prayed for him. 


ther apprehends that he kept up his morning and even- 
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Sermons: and indeed her whole buſineſs, beſides her 
neceſſary attendance upon him as her afflicted child, 


other good book. On the Saturday, If I miſtake nor, 
before he died, his mother was going to read to him 
fome other good book, but he waved it, and choſe 
the Bible, ſaying that was the beſt book; and upon 


He never ſeemed in the leaſt, during the time of his 
illneſs, to murmur of repine under the hand of Gop, 


able to direct to ſomething that might relieve the pain- 


Even in his delirium, which, bleſſed be Gop, was 
but tranſient, he ſhewed his ſenſe and ſavour of what 
was holy and good; telling his brother, and two 


not to play on the Lord's day, as he in his delirium 


the Lord. 


(the reaſons for which are obvious to any perſon that 
conſiders the nature of his diſorder, and the conſequent 
weakneſs of his animal frame) and was ſolicitous to 


. 


He was frequently in prayer himſelf, and his mo- 


ing devotions all the time of his illneſs. By the way, 
e D 2 „ 


8 | 
% 
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he appeared to have been antecedently very ſtrict and 


punctual i in his obſervance of prayer. 

In all this there was not the leaft ſhadow of affecta- 
tion, or· deſire of raiſing the good eſteem of others con- 
cerning him; and he particularly expreſſed his diſlike 
to his mother, that ſhe ſhould report to his father what 
he ſaid before her. 

Such in life and In death was the dear child whom 
Gop has taken from me; a child, it is to be remem- 
6 not eleven years of age, a circumſtance that be- 
1 attended to may render the above account ſome- 
thing remarkable, and that may at leaſt apologize for 


his father's chooſing to make it public, eſpecially when 


he ſubjoins the following i Improvement of the diſcourſe, 
and its mournful occalion. 


In this improvement I ſhall addreſs myſelf to the 


Pente, and near Relatives of the deceaſed—to young 


Perſons — and to Parents in general. 
Firſt, 1 ſhall addreſs myſelf to the Parents, and near 
Relatives of the deceaſed. And, 

x. Let us conſider if we have not abuhdant cauſe to 
bleſs Gop that we have ſuch clear and ſtrong evidences 
that Gop had renewed and ſanctified the dear deceaſed. 
Setting aſide the partial fondneſs, and oftentimes too 
forward and preſuming wiſhes of a parent, will not the 
true and faithful picture, as we ourſelves know it to 
be, that L have now preſented, warrant us to conclude 


that a child with ſuch apparently holy and heavenly 
lineaments upon his ſpirit was indeed born from above; 


and that the Gop of all power and mercy, by the im- 


plantation of the principle of holineſs in his heart, had 


- conſecrated and ſealed him for his own? And if the 


dear child, whoſe loſs we ſo much lament, was ihdeed 4 
child of Go, and a partaker of the divine nature, what 
reaſon have we to bleſs that divine power and grate 
that mide ſuch an early ſeizure of the ſoul of the de- 
ceaſed; 


"12 
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Caaſed, and in that ſeizure performed more for his real 


eſſential good, than if he had been made the richeſt or 
the moſt illuſtrious among mortals, or had conferred 
even the whole empire of the world for thouſands of 
years upon him? For, 

2. If the dear deceaſed was renewed and fapctigedz 
then is he now eternally happy. Sanctification, by an 
infallible connection, takes hold of eternal glory. 
Bleſſed are ihe pure in beart, for they ſhall ſee God ®. 


Bleſſed are they that do bis commandinteints, that they may 


have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through 
the gates into the holy city T. Mbom he called, them he 
alſo juſtified, and whom be Juſtified; them be ath glori- 

ed ||. 
_ of regeneration; and renewing of the holy Ghoſt, which 
he ſhed on us abundantly through Jeſus Chriſt our Savi- 
our, that being juſtified by his grace, we ſhould be made 
heirs according to the hope of #ternal li ife $. By the firſt 


birth we become the children of men, by the ſecond 


birth the children of Gop, and if children, then heirs, 
heirs of God, and Join- - beirs with Feſus Chriſt |||. There 
is no ſoul that is renewed and ſanctified, but ſhall be 
eternally glorified, and as the morning · ſtar is the pre- 
lude of the day, ſo holineſs is the harbinger of heaven: 
What praiſes then are due to our GoD, the father of 
mercies, and the Gop of all conſolations, and what un- 
known ſprings of pleaſure are opened to us, that we 
can at once view the dear deceaſed as made holy and 
made happy, as releaſed from all fin and ſorrow, as 


| having joined the ſpirits of the juſt above, and as be- 
ing now in the unbounded and everlaſting fruition of 


perfect purity and perfect joy, or in other words, as 
being arrived at the inheritance among the ſaints in light I 
for which he was made meet in the few days he ſpent 
on 

Rom. viii. 30. 
Col. i. 12. 


* Matt. v. 8. Rev. xxii. 14. 
$ Titus ili. 5, 6, 7. I Rom, viii. 17. 


According io his mercy be ſaved us, by the waſh< 
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on earth, by the work of ſanctification on his heart, 
that dawn and earneſt of the heavenly glory ? | 

And let us not ſay, © That for ſuch an amiable 
te child to have been continued to us would have been 
t© unſpeakably pleaſant and delightful, and therefore 
* we cannot but be inconſolable for his loſs.” For 
why ſhould we ſay this? Is not the enjoyment of his 
eternal infinitely gracious Father, better than that of 
his parents and deareſt relatives, and if we had the 
warmeſt affection for the ſon, the brother, Sc. who is 
now departed, why ſhould not this affection lead us to 
congratulate his felicity, though it is at the loſs for a 
time, and that may be but a very little time, of his 
preſence and ſociety? What our Lokp ſays to his 
diſciples may be applied to all ſuch as die in the Lokp, 
F ye loved me, ye would rejoice becauſe I go to the Fa- 
ther *, What, ſhall parents for a little temporal gain, 
a little more of the glittering duſt of this world, ſpare 
their children whole years to encounter the perils of 


the ſeas, or viſit inhoſpitable climes, and what, ſhall we 
be unwilling to ſpare our children- for heaven, and 


think that we ſhew them our great love when we wiſh 
them to ſtay with us on earth to gratify our fond, but 
Jam ſure not our wiſeſt affections? Or what, ſhall we 


congratulate our dear relatives on ſome ſmall advan- 


tages or hondurs obtained on earth, and ſhall we ſit 


down inceſſantly to weep and refuſe to be comforted, 
when they arrive at the bliſs. of bliſs, the glory of 
lories, the fruition of that Gop in whoſe preſence there 


7s fulneſs of joy, and at whoſe right band are pleaſures 


for evermare ? 


Nor let us ſay, That ſuch a child might have been 

c greatly uſeful. 

e ample, as well as an honour to his family, and to 

e be a bleſſing to the church and to the world, and 

6 therefore we cannot but heavily deplore his fo _ 
LE C6 eat 


„ ſohn xiv, 28, *+ Pſalm xvi. 11. 


He was formed to be a noble ex- 
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and to become an inhabitant of heaven. 
and heavenly diſpoſitions that qualified him for mak- 
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'« death == not eleven years of age — ſuch an uncom- 
« mon bloſſom ſo ſoon cut off.” But let us reflect 


that the more fitted our child was to live and bleſs our 


world, the more fitted he was to be tranſlated hence, 
The holy 


ing a glorious and uſeful appearance on earth, quali- 


| fied him alſo for a bleſſed communion with angels and 
the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect in the regions of 


glory. God is the proprietor of all, and he has a 
culiar intereſt in his ſaints, and why may he not be 


allowed (for he has ſervices and employments for 
them in both worlds) to take his people whenever he 


pleaſes from his footſtool, and advance them to the 
ſublimer worſhip, and the fuller joys of his throne ? 


He knows how'to preſerve his intereſt in our world, 
and if one lamp goes out, he, with whom is the reſidue 


of the Spirit, can kindle another; and we may ſafely 
leave his church in the hands of an almighty, ever 
faithful, and all-gracious Gop, who may ſometimes 
lay aſide inſtruments that appear to be peculiarly form- 
ed for his ſervice and glory, to ſhew us his own inde- 
pendency and all-ſufficiency, and that he can carry on 
and execute his great and gracious deſigns without 


them. 


On the whole, what reaſon 1s there for lamentation, 
whether GoD removes a perſon at eleven, or at four- 


ſcore years, provided he is but ready for his great 


change? The faint that has the ſhorteſt life has but 
the ſhorter time for ſorrows, and enters the ſooneſt in- 
to perfe& holineſs, and perfect felicity. Life is a 


rough tempeſtuous ſea, and therefore he that has the 


thorteſt paſſage, and ſooneſt gains the celeſtial ſhores, 
is the firſt who arrives at reſt and happineſs, For my 
own part, as I hope that my dear child now deceaſed 


| (though I have bitterly felt the ſorrows of a bereaved 
parent) is gone to glory, I would bleſs my GO that 


he 


f 
+ 
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12 has honoured me to be the parent of a child now 
a glorified ſaint in heaven, and would ever conſider 
myſelf, in the death of my dear babe, as having one 
leſs tie to earth, and one more attachment to that bet- 
ter world whither I hope my child is gone, and where, 
through the ſame grace, I hope ere long. to follow. 
That he ſhould return to me is only for him to re- 
turn to a vale of ſin and ſorrow; that I ſhould go to 
him is for me to aſcend to the regions of life, ane of in- 
effable joy. The Loxp prepare me and mine for the 
beavenly world, and give us an abundant entrance, as 
I truſt he has done to the ſpirit of my dear child, intg Þ 
his-everlaſting kingdom! I come, 
Nee To addreſs myſelf to young Perſons, 
d 
1. Conſider yourſelves as the wonderful production 
of the glorious and ever- bleſſed Go p, and render to 
him the praiſes that are his moſt righteous due. He 
has made you the bodies you wear, and has beſtowed 
upon them the moſt legible and aſtoniſhing ſignatures 
of his wiſdom and power. Peruſe yourſelves, and what 


do you behold but a world of wonders, and theſe won- 


ders not the fruit of your own lagacity or operation, 
but the performance of that GoÞ who is wiſe in heart, 
and mighty in ftrength *. Your eyes, your ears, your 
hands, your feet, your fleſh, your bones, your ſinews, 


and the embroidery of your veins and arteries, all 


and each of theſe bear witneſs to the glories of your 
divine Creator, and call upon you to acknowledge and 
adore him who has moſt fearfully and wonderfully 


made you., And eſpecially when you contemplate 


what beings your ſouls are, how full of yigour, intel- 


le, and power, and how far tranſcendent to all the 


living creatures around you, ſhould you not admire ' 


and celebrate that eternal Father of lights who has 

kindled their divine flames, has endowed you with a 

nature like his own, and 9 you with his own 
| image, 
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mage, and particularly the image of his own eternity? 
Babes and ſucklings proclaim the divine praiſe, on 
when they arrive at any degrees of underſtanding ſha 
they only do this without deſign, as a curious work. 
Yroclaims the ſkill of its architect, but ſhall they not allo 
with choice and pleaſure, publiſh the honours of that 
Gop who is the former of their bodies, and the father 
of their ſpirits, ſo that out of the mouths, more eſpe- 


cially thence, of babes and ſucklings, God ſpall perfect his 
pr aiſe? O come then, 74 and bow down, and kneel 


before the Lord your Maker, for h is-your God, and you 
are the people of bis paſture, and the ſheep of his hang ©. 
Know ye that the Lord he is God: I is be that made 
you, and not you yourſelves — be thankful unto him, and 
pieſs bis mane To. / as T . 

2. Conſider yourſelves as creatures that axe liable tg 


death, and that know not how ſoon you ſhall lanch 


from time into eternity. My dear child, whoſe death 


has accafioned the preſent diſcourſe, had not completed 
his eleventh year. You may die as ſoon or ſgoner, or, if 
you have paſſed his term of life, you are not ſecure any 
more than your Juniors of another year, another day, 
or even another moment. In the miaſt of life we are in 
death. Death plunges his dart into the breaſts of the 
Young as well as the old, and the grave receives jnto its 
dreary dominions not only the hoary-headed, but the 
youth, the child, the infant; and tho? it is appointed for all 
men once lo die &, yet the time when we ſhall die is locked 
up in the impenetrable ſecrets of heaven, and the poi- 
{on of death may, for ought we knoy, lurk in the very 
next hour or moment. Conſider yourſelves, my young 


friends, as creatures doomed to death, and ſtanding at 


the gate of the grave, and at the threſhold of eternity, 
and know that the diſeaſe of mortality is abſolutely 
univerſal, and that there is no period of human exiſt- 
ence that has made a covenant with death, or entered 
;; one . inte 
* Ffalm xcv. 6,7, + Palm e. 3. 8 Heb, ix, 27, » 
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into an agreement with the grave *, ſo as to allow us 


to ſay, WeAre ſafe - our mountain ſtands ſtrong — 
& to morrow fhall be as this day, and much more 


27 


& abundant — bal is your life ? It is even a va- 
pour that appears for a little time, and then vaniſhes 
away F. Man, at his beſt eftate, is altogether vanity F. 
3. Shall not the example of my dear child allure 
and engage you to prepare for death, and to follow 
him as he followed CHRIS TF? I hope my dear babe 
has not lived in vain, and God grant that he may 
not die in vain! What joy would it give me if his 
natural death ſhould be the means of ſpiritual life to 
ſome young creature or another that has hitherto lived 
regardleſs of GOD and Carisr, and its everlaſting 
welfare! You have ſeen both the manner and the 
end of this youth's, or rather this child's converſation, 
and now will you not copy after him? Think, my 


young friends, whether it is not neceſſary that you alſo. 


ſhould acknowledge yourſelves ſinners before GoD, 
that you ſhould rely on IE Sus CHR Is r, that you ſhould 
love Go, and that you ſhould hate and crucify fin, 


and ſhould prefer and purſue after holineſs? Is there 


any other way to eſcape hell, and to obtain heaven, but 
in the way of conviction and penitential humiliation for 
ſin, of faith in CarisT, and an holy and heavenly life 
and converſation ? Will divers luſts and pleaſures, the 
diſſipation of the mind in trifles and vanities, the 
eſtrangement of yourſelves from Gop, and your en- 
mity againſt him by wicked works, will theſe turn to 
a good account at laſt, will they diſarm death of his 
ſting, diſperſe the gloomy horrors of the grave, and 


land you fafe in the world of glory? No, my young 


friends, this is the broad road that leads to deſtruction ; 
and it is only the narrow way, the way of repentance 
towards Gop, of faith in our Lox D JEsus CHRIST, 


and new and ſincere obedience, that leads to life Su 
| 1 


 * Iſaiah xxviii. 15. + James iv, 14. 5 Pſalm xxxix. 1 5 
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if there be but few that find, I hope you will not wil- 


fully and perverſely ſhun it, and with it turn away from 


your preſent and future felicity. See a young creature, 
one of the ſame age with yourſelves, and it may be 


| younger than many of you, fearing, loving, and ſerv- 


ing God, I truſt, from his very childhood; and why 


will you not tread in the ſame ſteps, that fe whetner 


you live you may live unto the Lord, or whether you die 


ou may die unto the Lord; ſo that whether you live or die 
you may be the Lord's * 7 
think of this, my young friends, between ſaying upon 


O the difference, think, 
a death-bed when fleſh and heart fail, I hope I ſhall 


be ready whenever Gop ſhall 3 love Gop 


* and there is a dying Jesvs for all them that have 
can intereſt in him: And crying out in the horrors 


15 deſpair, after a life ſpent in JOU and ſin, „O whi- 


„ ther, whither am 'I going! — I muſt not live, ſo 
« the phyſicians tell me, ſo the looks of my friends 
ce tell me, ſo I feel within myſelf, and yet I ſhudder to 
« die though Jesus died for ſinners, yet I have 
made light ot him all my days, and J fear he will 


„ not be my Advocate and Saviour, and that I am 
= * now falling into the hands of that Gop who is a 
F © conſuming fire.“ O my young friends, one hour's 


complacency and joyful hope towards Gop on a dying 


bed, will amply recompence all the labours and felt- 
_ denial of an holy life; and one hour's amazement and 


terror in the views of death and eternity, will have ſuch 


a ſubſtantial weight of miſery in it, that an whole life 
of ſinful gaiety and pleaſure, will be found, on the 
compariſon, lets than nothing, and lighter than vanity. 


The bleſſed Gop appears to have loſt from our world 


in the death of my child a young ſoldier that had liſt- 
ed under his banner, and fain would I perſuade you, 
to join yourſelves to the LorD, and more than fill u 
| his Place. 


Be aſſured of this, that the ſervice of God 
E 2 1 18 
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is perfect liberty, that his commands are riot grievous; 
that all his ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and that bi 
paths are peace, and that a crown of eternal life and 
glory at death awaits evefy faithful ſervant of the 
o RD. Will you not then, you dear young immor- 
tals, every one of you, be ſo kind and fo obliging to 
yourlc]ves, as well as ſo grateful and obedient to your 
God, as from hericeforth to cry out after him, My 
Father, thou art the guide of my youth * ? Whom have 
in heaven but thee; and there is none upon earth I de- 
fire beſides thee ® Be thou the firength of my heart, 
and my portion for ever F. It remains, 
_ Thirdly, and laſtly, that I ſhobld addreſs myſelf to 
Parents in general. And O let me beſeech you, 

1. To conſider that your own children may die as 
well as mine. Your children, as well as mine, are the 
children of Adam, a mortal father, and mortality de- 
ſcends from him, and reigns over all his face : By one - 
man ſin entered into the world, and death by fin; and ſo 
death has paſſed upon all men &. Death, that has come 
up into my windows, and has entered into my cham- 
bers to cut off my child, -may alike come upon the 
fame errand into your houſes. You own yourſelves 
mortals; do hot imagine then that mortality can pro- 
duce imm̃ortality, or that you ſhall be the parents of, 
an immortal race. If your children are now bloomifis 
like olive-plants about your table, yet remember that 
the ſecret worm, or that the [weeping blaſt may ſud- 
denly wjther and deſtroy them, and that you have 
no more certainty of the long lite of your children 
than I had of mine. View yourſelves, view all that 
you have of enjoy ment as mortal; and remember that 
the ſame frailty that has been exemplified in the death 
of my babe, is to be found in all human things. 
IE ck 7 
* 2. Earneſtly "2 
. Jer. iii. 4. + Pſalm Ixxiii. 25, 26. $ Rom. v. 12. 
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"A Farneſtly and conſtantly pray for your children. 
And let not your earneſt and conſtant prayers be prin- 


tipally employed for their worldly proſperity and hap- 


pineſs, or for their living long on earth, and growing 
up into reputation and figure among mankind. Theſe 


are comparatively but little and inconſiderable matters, 


Let your importunate and inceſſant ſupplications be 
rather engaged for the divine renovation, and the pre- 


ſent and future felicity of your children in an intereſt 


in_the love of Gov, in the redemption by Jzsvus 


' CanisrT, and in a title to the heavenly inheritance 


and glory. Your children ſhew the wonders of Gop 
a8 the Gop of nature upon them in the curious ſtrue- 
ture of their bodies, and in the opening buds or blooms 
of underſtanding and reaſon in their ſouls ; but be fer- 
vently and perpetually concerned that they may become 
holy to the Lok b in their hearts, and that their lips 
may be opened to ſhew forth his praiſe; that with an 
application of our text to your own offspring, you 
may be able to ſay as the Pſalmiſt, Out of the mouth 
F babes and ncklings haſt thou ordained ftrehgth, or 
perfefied praiſe. * Your children as well as yourſelves 
have only a tranſient gleam of exiſtence on earth; beg 
of Gop then for yourſelves and for them, that you 
and they may be happy for ever in the life to come. 
The foul is all; if that at laſt is loſt, all is loſt. What 
is the ſhort, ſhort hour of time, to the immeaſurable 
duration of « eternity : ? or what is the value of this mere 
external mouldering ſhell the body, upon a compart- 
fon of that pearl of ineftimable price for a time lodged 
in it, the heaven-deſcended, and never dying ſoul ? 
Let your earneſt and conſtant prayers then for your 
children not limit themſelves to this world, to this 
mere ſpan of being, bur ſpread farther, aſcend higher, 


and be not content with any thing leſs, as the portion 


of your young offspring, than the durable riches and 


glories of eternity ; and as you are not certain but 
your 
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your children may die ſoon, think it not too ſoon to 
implore for them an intereſt in the kingdom of Gop 
410 its righteouſneſs, a bleſſing that above all others 
will make them uſeful, ornamental, and comfortable 
here, and will be followed with their immenſe and 
everlaſting felicity when time ſhall be no more. 

3. Let me farther exhort Parents to train up their 
children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 


Think ye who are parents how great a truſt is lodged 


in your hands. You have immortals, ſpirits that ſhall 
live for ever, and that in inconceivable happineſs, or 
inconceivable miſery, committed to your care. And 
what is the language of Gop to you in every acceſſion 
to your family, but 7ake his child, and nurſe it for me? 
And will you neglect your duty? or will you be in- 


different and ſuperficial in your obſervance of it? Your 


relation to your dear babes, and your tender eompaſ- 


ſions for them, oblige you, by a kind of irreſiſtible in- 


ſtin&, to provide for the wants of their bodies, and 
furniſh them with the food and raiment convenient for 
them; and if their bodies are at any time Janguiſhing 

with pining ſickneſs, or tormented with ſtrong pains, 


you immediately fly to the beſt helps in your power, 


your very hearts are overwhelmed within you, and you 
echo to your diſtreſſed babes ſigh for ſigh, and groan 
for groan. And what, ſhall, their ſouls, Re better, the 
immortal part, be ſlighted by you? Shall your chil- 
dren make themſelves vile, and you reſtrain them not ? 
or ſhall they grow up under your eye, and have no 
proper means of inſtruction, no wholeſome directions, 


no pious intreaties, no ſeaſonable remonſtrances, no 


tender addreſſes beſtowed upon them, that they may 
| ſee and chooſe the good, and ſee and eſcape the evil ? 
O where are your bowels of mercy, either for yourſelves 
or them ? or where 1s your reaſon as men, not to ſay 
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ſpeak, of your children upon you? How will you 
bear to ſee the books opened before you in the great 
and terrible day of the LokD, and ſcarce a prayer, an 


exhortation, an holy endeavour for the ſpiritual and 
eternal happineſs of your families to be found in all the 
divine records? O how will your children, in that - 


day, if it ſhall appear that you have never taken pains 
to inform them of Goy and CHRIST, their duty and 


happineſs, and if, through your negligence, as the pal- 


pable and principal means, they have run headlong to 
deſtruction, wiſh that they had rather been the off- 


| ſpring of tygers or ſerpents, than the deſcendants of 


ſuch parents as yourſelves, who, like the oſtrich, but 
in a much. more cruel ſenſe than can be poſſibly aſcribed 


to any irrational creature, have hardened» your ſelves 


againſt your young ones, as if they were not yours | ? 
But I am perſuaded better things of you, my dear 
friends, though I thus'ſpeak. But as I and my patt- 
ner of life have joined together in praying for our 
children, and particularly for the dear deceaſed, and I 
hope I may add, in training him up in the way in 


which he ſhould go, and as Gov, I truſt, while we 


have been planting and watering has been pleaſed 
to give the increaſe, ſuffer the word of exhorration 


and ler the ſucceſs, pertiaps I might ſay the remark- 
able ſucceſs (infinite and immortal thanks be rendered 


to the Loxp) I have had in the education of my babe, 
encourage and animate all of us who are parents to 


wreſtle with GoD, and watch for the fouls of our dear 


offspring as thoſe that muſt hereafter give an account, 


d who would at preſent ſee them, under the divine 


influence and bleſſing upon our labours, riſing up to 


be branches of righteouſneſs and renown in this world, 
or view them by faith, if they are removed by death 


in their tender age, tranſplanted from our families, the 


. Nurſeries for heaven, to the celeſtial paradiſe, above, 
i thets 


+ Job zxaix, 16, 
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be to go down to the grave with the blood, may I ſo 
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there to flouriſh in full perfection, and immortal beau- 
ty and vigour. 

O may there not be one degenerate, one unprofita- 
ble branch found in any of our families! And for 
this purpoſe let us omit no pains, ſuffer no pauſes in 
the holy diſcipline. and government of our houſholds, 
for in the way of obedience it is that we are to expect 
the divine bleſſing to be commanded upon us and 
ours, even life for e evermore z and there can be no duty 
more evident, if we will regard the word of God, than 
that we are 10 bring up our children in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord *.._ With redoubled zeal and 
vigour then let parents inſtru and charge, encourage 
and animate their children in the good ways of the 
Lok p, and ſee to it that all that holy and heavenly 
temper and conduct which they adviſe and enforce up- 
on their children, is ſummed up and exhibited in one 
uniform, unclouded, amiable luſtre of holineſs in their 
own examples, We are not to be content to be ſilent 
directive fingers, but we are to be brave and glorious 
leaders at the head of our reſpective families in the 

ath of life, the way everlaſting. Thus only may we 
22 to have the full promiſe poured out upon our 
houſes in this world, that we ſhall be the bleſſed of the 
Lord, and our offipring with us +, and that we ſhall be 
oae day honoured to lead up our train ta the throne of 
Gov, and ſay, Lord, here are we, and the. children 
which thou baſt , Eben us d. Amen and Amen. 


Eph. vi. 4. + Iſajah luv. 23. 5 Inaich viii. 18. 
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I. 


LoRD, our Lok p, thy glory fills _ 

The earth, and all the heav'nly hills: 
Beyond all bound it far extends, 8 | 
Beyond all ww its blaze an, 


"Ih 


Ev'n babes and facklings j join to rails 
Their fongs to their Creator's praiſe : 


Inſcrib'd on all their mortal frame 
We read the wonders of thy name. 


III. 
Their eyes, their hands, heal bones, their ſkin, 
Th' amazing ſprings of life within, 
The branching veins, the beating heart, 
Are triumphs of th. Almighty's art. 
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Still more illuſtrious the diſplay 

Of Deity in reaſon's ray: _ 

Souls a divine extraction ſhow, - N 
And with their Father's image glow. 


V. 
But while with raviſh'd eyes we trace 
The Gop of nature in our race, 
O may he ſend his Spirit down, 
In heav*nly light, and joys unknown 


VI. 
His holy lineaments be theirs ! „„ 


For theſe we pour our daily pray' rs; 
For love, for truth, for righteouſneſs, 
All that can conſecrate and bleſs ! 


1 
Thus ſhall we leave a race behind , 
To live for GoD, and for mankind : 
Or, if- our children firſt ſhall die, .; 150 
They firſt ſhall gain the bliſsful ſky... 75 
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vin. nt 
O Loxp our Lok p, while life remains, 
Our lips ſhall liſp at Zion's ſtrains; 


But when in heav'n the ſong we raiſe, 


Sublime as heav'n ſnall be our praiſe *, of 


* As the Hymn 3 is an imitation of the eighth Pſalm in 40 two 


firſt verſes, ſo it alſo bears a reſemblance to it by beginning and 
| ending with the divine praifes, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. _ 


"PROPOSALS for Printing by Subſeripron 
Three Volumes of SERMONS, 
By the late Reverend Sa Muzl Davies, M. A. 


Preſident of the College at Prince-Ti . = 
in New-Ferſey. "+ 


i N "Each Volume will contain about four hundred Pages on 2 
r Paper and Letter. Half of the Money for a Set, namely, 

ix Shillings, to be paid at the Time of Subſcribing, and the other 
| half on the delivery of the Books, ſewed, and in overs. What- 


appropriated to the Support of Mr Davirs's Widow, whoſe ſcanty 
Circumſtances, and fatherleſs Babes, joined with her excellent Cha- 
_ racer, loudly plead for the Aids of Chriſtian Benevolence. 


| Subſcriptions are taken in by the Bookſellers mentioned in a 
*Fitte-Page of the Sermon, and by the Bookſellers in the 
13 Hoon! * and Towns of Great Britain, © © 


